Mirrors on Ourselves

Homework – The Golem
1. Over the course of this class, we are going to see several themes that recur often.  I’ve listed some of them here.  Circle the ones that are part of the Golem legend (in its various instantiations).  If you’re not sure about something, it’s fine to write a short comment about why you chose (or didn’t choose) an item.
How the artificial creature is made:

· Formed from mud or clay.
· Formed from living body parts.
· Carved from stone or wood.
· Manufactured using wood, leather, plastic, and/or metal.
How the artificial creature comes to “life”:

· God or Goddess gives it life.
· Demon or devil gives it life.

· Some natural force, like an electric field gives it life.

· Some magical force (not precisely described) gives it life.

· It is manufactured to perform its function.

· It’s a fraud and it doesn’t actually do anything.

The purpose of the artificial creature:

· Be a life companion/mate.

· Do work so people don’t have to.

· Solve a problem people have been unable to solve.

· Prove that creating such a creature can be done.

· Make money for its creator.

· Be scary or creepy.

· Give everlasting life to humans.

2. Suppose that you got to create a Golem to solve a problem today.  What would you pick?  Why?  What would your Golem be capable of doing?  Would there be any control on your Golem or some way to shut it off if you needed to?  You’re free to pick any problem you like.  It can be something that’s personal to you or something that confronts the planet.  Write a short paragraph as your answer.
