Freshman Seminar
Mirrors on Ourselves

Homework 

1. Ambrose Bierce, the author of “Moxon’s Master”, is best known for “The Devil’s Dictionary” (http://www.alcyone.com/max/lit/devils/d.html).  So it shouldn’t be surprising that his story starts with a dictionary definition.  
Look up some of your favorite words/ideas in the dictionary.  List two that you found particularly clever.
2. What do you think of Moxon’s argument that plants think?

3. Consider the following story:

Winnie the Pooh is a bear who is very fond of honey and balloons.  Winnie lives with his friend Christopher Robin.  Christopher Robin is in first grade.  He is very fond of Winnie.  He takes him everywhere except to school.  There's a rule against that.  

Every Saturday, Christopher Robin walks down the street to get an ice cream cone.  His favorite flavor is chocolate.  Winnie doesn't like August.  He doesn't like melted ice cream.  But he likes going out with Christopher Robin.  The only time Winnie is bored is when he spends the whole day stuck in the house.

Answer the following questions, based on the story:

· Is Winnie a friend of Christopher Robin's?

· Name someone with fur.

· What does Winnie like to eat?

· Does Christopher Robin have fur? 

· What does Christopher Robin like to eat?

· Does Christopher Robin live near an ice cream store?

· Does Winnie like ice cream in August?

List some common sense information that a program would need to have in order to be able to come up with correct answers to these questions after reading the story.
