Engineering of Complex Systems

“As Eads, Flad, and Pfeifer knew, the essence of sound engineering lay in clearly
stating the assumptions upon which calculations are based so that they may
be checked at all times for lapses in logic and other errors. It is thus
imperative that engineering premises be set down clearly, and that the
calculations that follow be systematically and unambiguously presented, so
that they may be checked by another engineer with perhaps a different
perspective on the problem.”

Henry Petroski, “Engineers of Dreams”, p. 44, Alfred A. Knopf, New York,
1995.
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