CS349/CS329E Grading Rubric

Papers must be

1. Typed in a word processor

2. The length described in the assignment

3. Double-spaced

4. Printed out

Not following these instructions will result in -10 on the first paper, but any papers after that will not be accepted.  If you do not have access to the necessary equipment, please contact the TA, Sarah Abraham (theshark@cs.utexas.edu), for suggestions on how to fulfill the requirements.

Students will be expected to demonstrate

1. An understanding of a paper’s structure

2. Basic knowledge of grammar, syntax and vocabulary

3. An ability to perform concise reasoning

4. An ability to synthesize outside information into new ideas

All of these skills effect the overall clarity of the paper, which will be graded according to the following rubric:

Structure (25 pts) - strong thesis statement, logical paragraph structuring

Writing Quality (25 pts) - avoiding passive voice when possible, avoiding grammatical and syntactical problems, use easy-to-follow sentences (avoiding rhetorical questions, colloquialisms and wordiness)

Insight (25 pts) - general cohesiveness of thought, clear logic and clear arguments

Supporting Documentation (25 pts) - good citation usage (i.e. appropriate usage and quality citation sources), strong supporting sentences

A note on citations:

Citations are important as they allow readers to verify facts presented in papers.  Get into the habit of citing facts rather than stating generalizations or making unsupported claims.  

Consider using either MLA or APA styles for citations (both are well-documented online), but mostly just be consistent throughout the paper and clear.  If the reader can easily find the source using the information provided in the citation, that is enough for this course.

