CS349/CS329E Tips for Writing a Good Paper

1.  CLARITY.  The most important aspect of a paper is clarity.  Use simple words and straightforward sentences when possible.  The paper should be easy to read and easy to understand.

2.  THESIS STATEMENT.  The most important sentence of the paper is the thesis statement.  It should reflect what the rest of the paper says.  As this is the hardest sentence to write, do not be surprised if much effort is spent perfecting it.

3.  DRAFTS.  Write multiple drafts.  A first draft will almost always be of unacceptable quality.  Practice writing and rewriting to keep the paper clear and focused.

4.  EDIT.  When editing, read the paper out loud or to a friend or roommate.  Mistakes or ambiguities become more obvious when spoken rather than just read.

5.  PRACTICE.  Practice reading papers and reports, and then practice writing them.  Writing is no different than coding or constructing a proof – the only way to get better at it is by doing.

