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ETH Zirich had invited Wia and me Jo assish them
n a ’Phree—Fo\cl celebration: the @rheﬂw anniversary o?
their Instidute {or Applied Malhematics, the hwenhichh
onniVer‘,sarj op Yheir insditutionalizebon o? Ccm[)u}'mg
Science, and the c.omF\eQ'nan —~ well, ... almos¥ - oF)

Yfhe new 'In{)orrna)r'ncs :Bui\clinﬁ.

Because the Sunss were Peying our Yickels, we de-
~ cided o do both AMantic crossings bj Swissair, which

ulb_ \;ed u_r; 7-\70 s name ond -Pc\me. Clike YwLM,
Swissoir cannot be blamed -?or‘ Yhe inconvenience
that is on\y to be expected , viz. thal o)l sedts cre oc-
c.uPie.d.) In both direclions, the schedule Gove Yhe
best connections via Ch’u:ajo) O'Hare, on cirpor't
1 had managed to avoid -Par et leasy nine yrars,
‘Ou", QPPar‘en\'\‘j) 'ﬂmeric.oms dcm')‘ ?\3 on Sa}urdajs.
Eo»rlj Saturd a@rernoun we had with AR an wn-
e-ven\-QJ -ﬁiﬂ\'ﬁ- -G'om Aushin Yo Chictﬁo, where we lei-
Sure\b c\'\angec\ T)lomes af an Qmo.z‘ms\j olude¥- Q-
)‘)or‘-s a S\Qrious thanderstorm de\oﬂed our de]:o.rkd‘e
b:) about - 4% minutes {and Yhe next morn'\v\a we
orfived jn 24rich o \ile bit late)d The next Thurs-
dc-D, our c\ePc.r\-u.r'e ]q‘am Zurich  was de\o.:)ed. b:j

a similar amount ., this }ime btj o strike o? - whom
elsel = Trench oir }-raﬁ?\c cantrollers, but the wind
wWas so 'g)ovour‘o\)\e that we arrived 15 minules ahead
of schedule, which was nice, because, this Yime, we
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hod the Hs’n)res\‘ POSSiB\e connection, J(:%rr\ef'iccz.r"\s
do ﬂ on T\nursdajﬁ This Yime, OYHare was crowded
(omc:‘ Yhe ind‘\ccr\r'nons when to | ecuve Yhe e‘eVO&cr“ ()or
Terminal 1 were not too clear). But the crowd
wes under conkrol: we were ':m]oi‘essec\ w\"ler\, cmlj
A5 minutes aﬁer +Ouc\'\clown, we hod Fassec\ Im-
miSro\hon ond Customs and laced our suitcase
on the %oms?er belt, (It made the connection.) The
last leq was with UA: less than 14 hours aﬁer
+o;\<e.0 in ?C.r'lc\r\, W e \andec\ N ﬁu&s\"\n, In s)'\or\‘,
our wir trovel had been very smooth.

Tn Switzerland | we s‘ra‘jed with  Niklaws and
Diwna Wirth, a} their home in Torch,\')us]- ourside
Zarich., Niklaus was o} the airpor\~ o collect us.

At home, Diana served us « \‘5\«\- \unc)\, a@er
wlnic\n -H'\e %ur o? us  wen} {701‘ Cn S)rfenucus wc.“<
'}hrouﬁ\n Yhe beau}i@;] coun}rbside. (T wes Sro.}e-
I‘?u\ ‘@;r‘ ol the +ro.inin3 1 had had , c\im\ainj up
+o "Jesher Es\-o}es", \ust cbove Wobkie Creek Cove.’)
“Kic and L I'Y\O»no.je to S\O-J awake u.-n‘-il ten o'clock

n dhe evening,

On Mon&/;j evening , we were invited out l?caf'
dinner b,_'j ro‘?. Buhlrmann, Yhe Tresident o? ETH,
and  on Tuesdc:j evening, Diana had orﬁan':?.ecl
o dirmer Pc‘rbj at her home. B} both oCcosions |
we en\')obec\ excellent ?oocl \n most ']D\E.asan}' Com.
Pony. On Wednesdoj euemnj, we hod the o%c'\a\
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banque\‘ ITs -“'\e res\‘o..ur'an’r on '\-OP OP e UGHi\oerB,
bt b:j Yhot Hme, T was Yoo +iced to eru‘o the
—Poocl. T wes also doo nois::j. We were S'W‘G.n Yhe "table
o{y honour , Y.e. the one with minimum distonce g)rcmw
the music; wmoreover we shared it with dhe Fo\i’riciqns
who {"\'G\ked op —}%e;r o\ﬁ?aaf“s N \ou.cl and skriden?}
voices ” _and in their home dialects ¢ resumo\bb
th did nol know we RAmericans would hove been

abe. -Lo u.ﬂder‘s)rand Mﬂexn m}-}\ou‘\' r‘ob‘ems, \ﬂc\.cl
th s]:)o\fen ‘HOc\'\deu}sc\n>—- . N\\A IS ho..cl Yo
coliedt Wis car in _Z:.'A.ric\n; Diona and we 30]‘ o
—-Vew sm ooth! = ride home Gcnm /Proe Fre)

1 sFen\* all three do:js ot the —Iﬁs}'i}*u}'e,
where T had been the visitor's oﬂpice. On \"Ionc\ij,
ot 14:15, 1 gove o well-ottended seminac on S:)\_
vester's Cmﬁ\)ec\‘ure ( see EWD101€). T+ burned out to
be the iﬂ&u&urc\hm OF Yheir new auditorium
whic\'\ hc\.s bee.n eqb\iﬂ'-“’ec] M}\r\ bemu}ig\ b)ack-
boards. (1 Pro sed them ‘?or" e cluxa\ihj o]p-‘r\\e
boords and -g)or‘ the cbsence 0() any mechon;cal
‘aids \33 which Yo slide them wp ond down: Ser-.
wrons WQu\o\ &\Moﬂ‘ C‘.er)l‘cuinb hove '|n-s}c.“ec\ o.“
sorts o? cm?us“b bubtens to be Fus\neo\.) 1 had
‘DT”EPO\.FGCJ Yhe rear board and worked on the other
Ywo., -ISCWE (=8 \Oeauh(i«l lecture in sl'-n'\‘e o? ‘he
—?cxc} Yhob i+ wes Co;go:m) a verJ hard audience
{o worl& m)k. 1 \iLe & Somewhat Socratic ]edur’ma
s\:j\e. in which T solicid @m Yhe cudience 5 ug-

Ses“]cns as "o w\"\c} ]‘O do nexh bu\)r - AS cﬁ' ])r'e\/ious
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occasions — the Suwiss student Prinks it saler do
Sﬁ‘ ancdl lislren. l"[oreover, ETH seems ue:j much
Yhe ]:)I:e o? enﬁineer‘inj school ot which mathemalics
-.'\-p odmi'prec\ ot o.“—- (5] CA‘ most o ”Hi\{)sw‘ussensc\r\cxﬁ"
1o be aF?]iec\ in Yhe mos}t s}r‘aish}‘%rwo.r*el,unﬂnm\dv
maoanréer. T s cer*ainb rtc:.)L some¥)\3nﬁ to be
Pl&jec\ bu'i)t\'\‘. On‘j Now I o Mix'mkj -ﬂr\is, T rea\‘aze
how Sh‘m&b earlier impr‘ess‘acms hove been con-
@rmeol. Just as of an ecelier visit, Nikaus had on-
nowun cea 'Hwa} T wra g Quo\ilo]o\e {)or‘ r*eof'le “ﬁc-'}
would like sPea\c o me Cmc_[,, 1 kero¥ m(j door open;
but, as be{%re, onl very S"é,w Peo]:\e came by .
(T had ]o\en\:j a?{ime ‘o write « —()our‘—]'aase ) etter )

On Tuesde aﬂernow\ - same hime , same \fb\ace-
gos\mn gonng

'ﬁ‘cmn Weolerloo, Canadle gave o
nice lecture on how he used his mterachve

?Qrmu\](k mo\niFu\c}or to do whal he callead “ex-
He used Yhe overhead

)oro\jecl"or. Fl ’?QMD oP his results were im,:re.ss‘;ve

s

erimental mecth emoatics

and his enthusicsm was ccmv'mcinjz he head
Cer}uin\:j had his we“-cleserved ?u-n.’ jjomj
mathe ma}ics, houoe.uer‘, seemed Yo have centroched

in his vision +o so\v‘m3 Prob\ems -s?rcnm Yhe Pmericon

Mathe motical Mo-r\'Hw\J, and L {)ouncl Yhat deFr‘es-
:sins.

On \/\Jeclnesdo‘j, we had the o-ﬁ’?ciq\ celebrotion
with in the mofning three tolks - in order, by
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T L. Baouer, \D:j me , and \9:) Niklaus — , and n the
o\?rernoon leclures, presentations, and demonskra-
Yiems b,:j m embers o? the Tnshitute. Bouer tried
'}o Qrsue 4}\e Fe\e\/o\nce oP o\\gebro. -?or ;‘n]pormo\\-'rcs,
which }urned ouwt }o be oan unswitable 1ro-jaic. Yo
Se'\‘ across the \Ime\ig\n\' n on oral )oresen\'o.\-ion
and | must reserve the riSM- to remain uncom-
vinced wunbl T have read his text. ﬂ@er Yhe
cgﬁ%e break | T Presen\‘e.d —with o {)e.o ex’kem)oore
additions ~ EBwD1024 | which was wen-rece‘weo\,
'H'\ousk - as in PBouer's case- there wos no dis-
cumssion Q@ePWQrds. _r‘mal}b, Nkl o \*o\“‘ed?
mainly on ETH \nis*oa, and he did a di'ﬁ’?cun'
job ex f‘emeb well, The simple wo;cj out would
hove heen }o }of‘&and that —} ere had been ﬂonn'sr:j
roHen in Yhe stale o—? Danmark, TInstead, he
c.\ec.rlb described the obshruchion Jr’)n:r-m ETHs es-
toblish ment cﬁou‘ns¥ in'?orwm}ics bec_oming more
than an orgqniza\ﬁcm 33v3n3 _-_\-lrje | ocnr -1 ave) rogram -

m'mj CoOwrses 4\no.} were suFPos_ed_:}_o Sq\-isﬁj 4\06.

needs o{) tYhe other delvar}men&. He did not hide

-}he'_’ZDe'Po.r}men}'s current weaknesses and mode

not cure auromcak ¢

<lear that ush buwing more eguipment would
J 9 uipmen

O.QRJ ETH's ills. A di%c“l}

messa e, bu}' he \oroua\n\‘ i}‘ vezj nice\J, ﬂ{‘%ef‘

is to ' there wos « discussion bu\“‘ since it

WS wmore Po\i\ico.\ than Yechnical, T could not

'Fonow it.

Tn the a@»er‘nw\, T did not aMend }he demon-
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strations. T did wor ?ee\ too well -\t was very warm
in the new builc\‘mj—. and s)ro:jeo\ mos}b n my
TOOom , Pﬂ' Six o'c:\Oc]«, Ni\c\aus Come %o ‘\'a\ce me
-}o -”qc \"es}auraﬂ)r. Contrar lo his ':n}en)r'lons, he had
had 4o be bu?j most of” the aﬁm‘noon, and his
\*emper had Su-ﬁ)erecl l;’rcrm these unex]oe.c.)rec\ ob\'\ja-

}ions.

The wnexr morninj, Niklaws hed @ meeting o}
the ETH  and we said 800‘:])93&' B e end OF)
the mor'nm& Diana +ook us Yo the O\ir‘)‘.)Ol‘l') where
we Yook leave ﬁ"om our host. That last mornin
H Cained. Niklaus Wirth and &5 Qu«\'\(nech\‘ had
been the Onb hwo Cc.neajues the ETH sibh whom
T hod tolked choul Yechnicel modiers, and I drew

m:j conc]us'a ons,

ﬁushn, 22 Octover 1438
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